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CURRENT WORK I N  THE ANTHROPOLOGY MUSEUM, 
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
Current work i n  the  Anthropology Museum covers the whole 
spectrum of museology, and comprises cataloguing,  d isplay,  
conservation, teaching, f i e l d  research and publ ica t ion.  
For many years during the  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h i s  century, 
ethnographic museum col lec t ions  played a major r o l e  i n  
presenting v i sua l ly  t o  the publ ic  and scholars  a l i k e  the  latest 
r e s u l t s  of anthropological research. This r o l e  remained dominant 
f o r  as  long a s  the  curators were a l s o  the  only anthropologis ts .  
Since then and especia l ly  during the  l a s t  twenty years ,  anthrop- 
o logical  research has d ive r s i f i ed  rapidly  i n  i n t e r e s t ,  theory and 
methodology. This development a l s o  s h i f t e d  anthropology i n t o  an 
academic, university-centred environment, and excluded ethnographic 
museums from fu r the r  pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  i t s  development. 
Since 1971 the  Anthropology Museum of the  Universi ty of 
Queensland has endeavoured t o  overcome t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ;  and t o  
achieve t h i s  a number of changes i n  the  es tab l i shed  museum 
po l i c ies  were necessary. 
Cataloguing: I n  the last twenty-seven years ,  the  c o l l e c t i o n  
of the  museum has grown t o  some 20,000 i t e m s .  The e x i s t i n g  catalogue 
fo r  t h i s  col lec t ion was e n t i r e l y  d i rec ted  towards morphological and 
substance-matter or ienta t ion:  A l l  s tone  axes/adzes were kept  
together, but those made of s h e l l  w e r e  completely separated,  a s  were 
those made of metal. For each i t e m  the re  ex i s t ed  a small f i l i n g  card ,  
which described an item and provided t h e  researcher  with a r b i t r a r y  
dimens ions. 
The new catalogue has provided sweeping changes and is based 
on a functional  or ienta t ion:  a l l  axes/adzed, regardless  whether 
they a r e  made of stone,  s h e l l  o r  metal are not kept together ,  and 
each i t e m  is recorded on a 5" X 8" color-coded card a s  t o  i ts 
country of o r ig in ,  has a 4" X 3" photograph of t h e  a r t i f a c t  drymounted 
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on its s u r f a c e ,  showing a s c a l e  and t h e  catalogue number, and 
bears  on its reve r se  s i d e  l i t e r a r y  source ma te r i a l  which may 
a s s i s t  t h e  r e sea rche r  i n  t r a c i n g  each i tem i n  the  l i t e r a t u r e .  
The a r t i f a c t s  themselves a r e  l a i d  out i n  the  s torage  shelves i n  
correspondence t o  t h e  f i l i n g  system under funct ional  headings 
such as: Household, Watercraf t ,  Hunting, e t c .  A second card 
ca ta logue  is  maintained based on a numerical order  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
museum s p e c i f i c  problems only. 
The museum holds  now mate r i a l  from th ree  archaeological  
excavations and one s u r f a c e  co l l ec t ion .  These a r e  not  included 
i n  t h e  above-described a r t i f a c t  catalogue;  t h e i r  records a r e  
maintained sepa ra t e ly .  
Display: There a r e  two new displays  each year ,  and on 
t h e  average some 10,000 v i s i t o r s  a r e  recorded annually. Display 
techniques vary  considerably and may be a r t i f a c t  or iented  o r  
r e l y  on photographic documentation. Display top ics  r e f l e c t  
cu r ren t  museum resea rch  and r e l y  heavi ly  on modern anthropological  
research  o r i e n t a t i o n  : i n  1975 t h e  museum displayed nineteen 
o r i g i n a l  pa in t ings ,  appl ique  work and drawings by modern New 
Guinea a r t i s t s .  This  d i s p l a y  a t t r a c t e d  not  only anthropological  
a t t e n t i o n  bu t  a l s o  a t t e n t i o n  from the  genera l  publ ic  a t  l a r g e  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  from those  who, u n t i l  then, were only f ami l i a r  with 
'western' modern a r t .  
A t  p re sen t  t h e  museum i s  involved i n  the  acqu i s i t i on  and 
research  of contemporary abor ig ina l  a r t i f a c t  manufacture. For 
t h i s  purpose t h e  L a r d i l  people of Mornington Is land were 
commissioned t o  make as r ep resen ta t ive  a s  poss ib le  a complete 
s e t  of  t h e i r  remembered i tems of ma te r i a l  cu l ture .  This co l l ec t ion  
numbering approximately 160 items, is now on d isplay ,  and f o r  help 
i n  its research ,  documentation and i n  technological  aspects ,  the 
museum i n v i t e d  t h r e e  L a r d i l  couples t o  Brisbane where they a l so  
demonstrate t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  knowledge t o  museum v i s i t o r s .  The 
Anthropology Museum be l i eves  t h a t  accul tura ted  a r t i f a c t s  provide 
an i n s i g h t  i n t o  many aspec t s  and processes of c u l t u r e  change which 
can then  be concre te ly  s tud ied ;  and which involve both informants 
and r e sea rche r s  i n  mutually understandable ro l e s .  
The va r i ed  skills of the  abor ig ina l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h i s  
d i s p l a y  a r e  a l s o  recorded on colour video tape.  It is  hoped t h a t  
a f i n a l  e d i t e d  ve r s ion  w i l l  b e  of i n t e r e s t  t o  o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
Conservation: A s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  t o  conserve a r t i f a c t s  
was incorpora ted  i n  t h e  Museum design: the  e n t i r e  premises a r e  
a i r  condit ioned and humidity cont ro l led ,  and a fumigation room 
wi th  s e p a r a t e  v e n t i l a t i o n  has  been incorporated. I n  t h i s  cont ro l led  
environment many of t h e  common s to rage  problems a r e  el iminated,  and 
r egu la r  fumigation has eradica ted  s o  f a r ,  a l l  i n s e c t  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Teaching: The museum provides guided tours  f o r  school 
v i s i t o r s ,  t u t o r i a l  groups and s tudents  of anthropology. For each 
d i sp lay  a smal l  d e s c r i p t i v e  catalogue is obta inable  f r e e  of charge. 
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Beginning i n  1976 the museum provides a course f o r  
f i r s t  year students i n  Material  Culture. This course i s  one 
of four bas ic  anthropological o r ien ta t ions  i n  the  Department 
of Anthropology and Sociology: Scoia l  Anthropology, L ingu is t i c s ,  
Archaeology and Material Culture. Since 1971 seven Honours 
degrees and one Masters degree were ca r r i ed  out  i n  Mater ia l  
Culture. 
Field research: During 1975 the  Anthropology Museum 
carr ied out f i e l d  research i n  northwestern Austra l ia .  The 
expedition was designed t o  record and study mate r ia l  c u l t u r e  i n  
environmental, technological-cultural, funct ional  and s o c i a l  
context. Over a period of two and one-half months, eighteen 
d i f fe ren t  a r t i f a c t s  were f u l l y  documented and i n  add i t ion  many 
more were obtained t o  document t h e i r  va r ien t  forms. Excellent  
photographic sequences of manufacturing techniques, supplemented 
by f l o r a l  samples t o  ident i fy  raw mate r ia l s  and observations of 
use and function, both i n  mundane and ceremonial contexts n o t  only 
provide the most deta i led  record f o r  any of our co l l ec t ions ,  bu t  
a l so  make f o r  comprehensive d i sp lay  work. 
I n  the  pas t  few years departmental research s tudents  
have a l so  collected fo r  the museum with  exce l l en t  r e s u l t s  both 
i n  New Guinea and Australia. 
Publication: In January 1973 the  f i r s t  volume of 
'Occasional Papers i n  Anthropology ' appeared. This monograph 
s e r i e s  is designed t o  provide an avenue f o r  d iscuss ion on matters 
r e l a t i n g  to  material  culture.  So f a r ,  the  response t o  t h i s  
publication has been encouraging and i t  enjoys a wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  
through over twenty countries. A t  present  Volume 5 is  i n  
preparation. 
I n  the confines of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  many i s s u e s  could not  
be elaborated upon o r  were no t  even mentioned. Nevertheless, 
these l i n e s  may give some ind ica t ion  of t h e  f i e l d s  of i n t e r e s t  
i n  which t h i s  museum is involved. I would welcome any f u r t h e r  
discussion. 
Pe te r  K. Lauer 
Curator of the  Anthropology Museum 
and Senior Lecturer of Material 
Culture i n  the Department of  
Anthropology and Sociology, 
Universi ty of Queensland 
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